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PRINCETON PLASMA PHYSICS LABORATORY

The primary mission of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory
(PPPL) is to develop the scientific understanding and the key innovations which will lead to an
attractive fusion energy source.  Associated missions include conducting world-class research
along the broad frontier of plasma science and providing the highest quality of scientific education.
Above is pictured the National Spherical Torus Experiment (NSTX), a proof-of-principle device that is
testing the Spherical Torus (ST) plasma configuration. The ST concept could play an important role
in the development of smaller and more economical fusion reactors. Including PPPL, the NSTX
research team is comprised of 21 universities, National Laboratories, and research firms.




